





AUGUST 2026

THIS MONTH’S WINNER

Artist: Saylor Fulcher

School: Tiller Charter School
Carteret County
Teacher: Sarah Leary

Grade: 3

Farm to School
Program
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GRANGE

ESTABLISHED 1929

National Peach
Month

2

National Farmers
Market Week

National Watermelon
Day

Farmers sell direct to
consumers at farmers’
markets

Every county in
N.C. has at least one
farmers’ market

Each farmers’ market
has their own definition
of “local”

Smokey Bear was a
real bear cub who
survived a forest fire

Biltmore Forest School
was America’s 1%
forestry school

Students at Biltmore
Forest School brought
their own horse

10

Wood is the only
natural resource that
is renewable

11

Many spices like
cinnamon & nutmeg
come from trees

12

Cellophane tape is
made from wood sugar

13

The N.C. Forest Service
operates 6 educational
state forests

14

King George VI &
President Roosevelt
ate N.C. cantaloupes
during a visit

15

Cantaloupes are named
for Cantalupo, Italy

16

Eastern N.C.
cantaloupes are
grown on plastic

17

Ridgeway cantaloupes
have a 6-8-week
harvest season

18

Plastic milk
containers were
introduced in 1964

19

Milk was originally
shipped in glass jars

20

Packaged foods added
nutrition labels in 1990

21

Elsie the Cow has
been Borden Dairy’s
mascot since 1936

22

Borden’s 1¢
advertising with
Elsie the Cow was in
medical journals

23

Instant oatmeal was
invented in 1955

24

You can tell a goat’s age
by looking at it’s teeth

25

Most goats have yellow
or brown eyes

26

Farmers rent goats
to landowners who
need areas cleared of
woody brush

27

Herders discovered
coffee when goats
were energetic after
eating coffee beans

28

Goats were the 1
animals used for milk

29

Goat milk is used to
make cheese, soap
and baby formula

30

Livestock graze
land that isn’t
suitable for crops

31

Animal doctors are
called ‘“veterinarians”







SEPTEMBER 2026

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

NC

Farm to School
Program

National Rice Month

National Honey
Month

National Potato
Month

National Chicken
Month

The honeybee is the
state insect of N.C.

Lorenzo Langstroth
invented the modern
beehive in 1851

LABOR DAY

8

‘Worker bees collect
pollen and nectar

All worker bees
are female

A honeybee can
visit 10,000 flowers
in one day

11

Agriculture pilots
are called “aerial
applicators”

12

The 1% aerial application
of agricultural materials
was from a hot
air balloon

13

National Peanut Day

14

Chickens raised for
meat are called broilers

15

Cecile Steale was
the 1% to raise
chickens for meat

By 1925,
Cecile Steale was
raising 10,000 broilers

17

Broiler chicks are
hatched at a “hatchery”

18

Broilers can be raised
in large, open barns

19

‘Water is drained
from fields before
rice is harvested

20

‘When cooked, rice
swells to 3 times its
original weight

21

Ice cream cones
debuted in the U.S. at
the 1904 World’s Fair

22

National Ice Cream
Cone Day

23

Carolina Gold
rice was the 1%
commercial rice
grown in N.C.

24

Rice seeds can be
planted by airplane

25

2026 is the
International Year of
the Woman Farmer

26

In 2022 about
36% of U.S. farmers
were women

27

The only female
“Southeastern Farmer
of the Year” is N.C.’s

Faylene Whitaker

28

Dr. Temple Grandin,
who has autism,
designs livestock-
handling systems

29

About 38,000 dairy
cows call N.C. home

30

‘World School
Milk Day

THIS MONTH’S WINNER

Artist: Asher Hill

School: Hopewell Elementary
Randolph County
Teacher: Cori Cagle

Grade: 5







OCTOBER 2026

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
THIS MONTH’S WINNER 1 : 3
Artist: Esther De La Cruz Aureoles {
. got to be = NC ”:::\‘
Grade: 4 = ~l -
School: Shiloh Elementary Farm toSchoo GRANGE
. rogram ESTABLISHED 1929
Union County National Seafood National Apple
Teacher: Jill Ammons Month Month National Pork Month
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
The 1 N.C. 4-H The 1°*4-H clubs
National Farm to Corn Club was in Corn Clubs helped boys | for girls were called Catfish is the # 1 Farm raised catfish are
National 4-H Week School Month Hertford County learn about farming Tomato Clubs farmed fish in N.C. grown in large ponds
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
The 1* female
The N.C. Agricultural | Agricultural Society | OFENING DAY Wild caught
National School INDIGENOUS Society started president was or THE N.C. oysters are harvested | Farm-raised oysters are
Lunch Week PeOPLE’S DAY the state fair Edith Vanderbilt StATE FAIR October - December harvested year-round
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
King Neptune, a pig,
Shellfish have been Harvest festivals in Henderson County Apples are a symbol raised $19 million in Neptune started his
farmed in N.C. public ancient Europe had has the most apple of love & wisdom in Navy bonds for the life as Patty Boner’s
waters since 1858 Fresh apples float bobbing for apples orchards in N.C. Greek mythology USS Illinois 4-H project
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
School meals
A pig’s skin is pink, Co-products from N.C. has the 10* The National School started because of
but their hair can be pigs include crayons | largest National School Lunch program malnutrition among H
Pigs are omnivores different colors & medicine Lunch Program started in 1946 WWII recruits LOWEEN







Sunday

National Pepper
Month

Peppers can be
grown in fields or
greenhouses

Green bell peppers
are immature

Wednesday

Red bell peppers
are fully ripe

North Carolina Farmer
Appreciation Day

The average age of
N.C. farmers in 2022
was 58.1 years

Saturday

50% of N.C. farms
are under 49 acres

N.C. Congresswoman
Eva Clayton
served on the

agricultural committee

Ruth Benerito
developed wrinkle-
free cotton

10

Mary Dixon Kies
patent combined straw
& silk for hat-making

11

VETERANS DAY

12

Almost 9,000 N.C.
farmers have served
in the military

13

15% of U.S. farms have
at least one person with
military experience

14

N.C. wheat is
planted in fall &
harvested in spring

15

Union County
farmers grew the most
wheat in 2023

16

1 bushel of wheat
makes 72 1bs. of
flour tortillas

17

‘Wheat straw is used
for livestock bedding

18

In the German fairy
tale, Rumplestiltskin
spins wheat into gold

19

Settlers dried pumpkin
slices to eat during
food shortages

20

Native Americans ate
pumpkin seeds

21

An average pumpkin
has 1 cup of seeds

22

Pumpkins &
watermelons can
be carved

23

Corn is grown on
every continent but
Antarctica

24

Apollo astronauts ate
cornflakes for breakfast

25

Squanto taught
Pilgrims how to
grow corn

26

THANKSGIVING
DAy

27

Corn mazes are
popular on farms

28

Agritourism
welcomes visitors to
the farm

29

Horseback riding,
farm stays &
yoga classes are
agritourism

30

At pick-your-own
farms, people harvest
their own crops

THIS MONTH’S WINNER
Artist: Parker Stewart

School: Kitty Hawk Elementary
Dare County
Teacher: Brandy Stewart

Grade: 5

-

Farm to School
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Sunday

THIS MONTH’S WINNER

Artist: Isla Bost

Grade: 2

School: New Dimensions School
Burke County
Teacher: Jennifer Hudson

N.C. harvests over
5 million Christmas
trees each year

Wednesday

5 counties grow 88% of
N.C. Christmas trees

Most Fraser Fir
trees are 12 years old
when harvested

A N.C. Fraser Fir has
been the White House
tree 16 times

Saturday

6

Franklin Roosevelt
grew Christmas trees
on his estate

Real Christmas trees
are recyclable

There are more than
100 varieties
of poinsettia

9

The colored part of a
poinsettia is a bract,
not a flower

10

Poinsettia bracts can
be orange, yellow, red
or other colors

11

N.C. is the 2
largest poinsettia
producing state

National Poinsettia
Day

13

Alpacas produce a soft
fiber called fleece

14

Alpacas can grow 5-10
Ibs. of fleece each year

Alpaca fleece is
made into yarn

16

Angora goats grow
about 5 Ibs. of
mohair each year

17

Mohair is used in
upholstery & clothing

18

Spinning is the
process of turning
fibers into yarn

19

In “Sleeping Beauty,”
Aurora pricked
her finger on a
spinning wheel

20

Linen is made from
the flax plant

21

Aryshire Farm was
NC'’s 1% certified
organic farm

22

USDA sets national
standards for certified
organic food

23

Fruits & vegetables
are the top-selling
organic foods

24

25

26

27

The mascot of
UNCisaram

28

A ram is a male sheep

29

The 1 UNC ram,
Ramses, was bought
from Texas for $25

30

Sheep have 32
permanent teeth

Farm to School
Program







Tuesday

THIS MONTH’S WINNER

Artist: Olivia Medlin

School: Union Elementary
Union County
Teacher: Michelle Johnson

Grade: 5

Wednesday

got to be

Farm to School

Program

Thursday

GRANGE

ESTABLISHED 1929

NEW YEAR’S
DAy

Saturday

Collards & black-eyed
peas are traditionally
eaten on Jan. 1

3

Pattypan squash looks
like a flying saucer

Squash are grown in
spring & fall

Landscape architects
design parks &
outdoor spaces

Frederick Law
Olmsted is the
father of American
landscape architecture

Frederick Law
Olmsted designed the
grounds at Biltmore

The green industry
includes jobs that
handle plants & turf

9

N.C. farmers raise
over 2,000 types of
ornamental plants

10

A blanket of 554 red

roses is draped over

the Kentucky Derby
winning horse

11

The word “horse”
translated from Greek
means “quickness”

12

Horses have 4 speeds
called “gaits”

13

A horse named
Reckless served in the
Korean War

14

Marine Seargeant
Reckless, the horse,
received 2 Purple Hearts

15

Horses are used
on ranches to
gather & sort cattle

16

Horses can be used in
therapy for people

17

Horsehair is used to
make the bows of string
instruments like violins

18

MARTIN LUTHER
KING, Jr. DAY

19

‘Wood with a high sap
content can influence
the sound of a guitar

20

One guitar can be
made using 3 or more
types of wood

21

6 states have an
official state pie

22

Mark Twain
published pie recipes

23

National Pie Day

24

Major League Baseball
bats are made from 1
solid piece of wood

25

The earliest basketball
games were played on
wooden dance floors

26

In the 1* basketball
game, players scored
in peach baskets

27

Golf balls have been
made from goose

feathers & cowhide

28

A domestic pig can
run 11 mph

29

Volleyball & tennis nets
are made from nylon
blended with cotton

30

Soccer fields are
managed to provide
optimal turf

31

Farmers raise sod
for use on lawns &
athletic fields
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‘We are proud to recognize the 25 students on this page
who were named finalists in this year's contest.

) i For more information on the finalists, visit the website at:
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FEBRUARY 2027

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

National Sweetpotato
Month

Sweetpotatoes are
not the same
vegetable as yams

A class of 4" graders
worked to have
sweetpotato named
the state vegetable

N.C. farmers grow
almost 64% of the
U.S. sweetpotato crop

Sweetpotatoes grow
underground

Wilson County
grew the most
sweetpotatoes in 2024

George Washington
Carver discovered 118
uses for sweetpotatoes

Frederick M. Jones
patented portable
refrigeration systems
for trucks in 1940

9

Portable refrigeration
allowed farmers to
ship meat & produce
long distances

10

Helen Dubose was the
1%t African American
woman to earn an
Agriculture degree

11

N.C. farmer Kamal Bell
of Sankofa Farms wrote
“Akeem Keeps Bees!”

12

“Akeem Keeps Bees!”
was named a New
York Public Library
Best Book of 2025

13

More than 250 million
roses are grown for
Valentine’s Day

14

15

A red rose
symbolizes love

16

Farmers grow green,
red, white, purple or
other colors of cabbage

17

World Cabbage Day

18

Babe Ruth wore
cabbage leaves under
his hat to stay cool

19

Cabbage is harvested
& packed in the field

20

National FFA Week

Craven County Farm
Life School was
the 1% established to
teach agriculture

22

NC FFA was
chartered in 1929 as
“Future Farmers of

America”

23

New Farmers of
America was for
African American
males studying
agriculture

24

FFA & New
Farmers of America
merged in 1965

25

71,231 students took
NC Ag Education
classes in 2024-25

26

Sheep live in groups
called flocks

27

Sheep make a
bleating sound

28

A lamb can identify
its mother by the
sound of her bleat

THIS MONTH’S WINNER

Artist: Owen Seitzer

School: Banks Elementary School
Lenoir County
Teacher: Gabriella Ham

Grade: K

___ gottobe

Farm to School
Program
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MARCH 202

got to be

Farm to School
Program

National Peanut
Month

Williamston peanut
farmer Gaylord Perry
is in the Baseball Hall

of Fame

Peanuts were first sold at
baseball games in 1895

Hampton Farms
is the largest supplier
of peanuts to
baseball stadiums

Peanuts have
8 grams of protein

Peanuts flower above
the soil but the fruit
grows below soil

Bison are raised on
some N.C. farms

Bison are the largest
land mammals in
North America

Airplanes can be
used to apply crop
protection products

10

The N.C. Forest
Service uses aircraft
to detect forest fires

11

Robeson County
farmers grew 3.2
million bushels of
soybeans in 2023

12

1 bushel of soybeans
weighs 60 Ibs.

13

The 15 mill in N.C.
to crush soybeans was
built in Elizabeth City

14

1 bushel of soybeans
makes 47 Ibs. of
soybean oil

15

Soybean meal is an
ingredient in fish &
livestock feed

16

Traditional St.
Patrick’s Day meals
include cabbage &
corned beef

17

SAINT PATRICK’S
DAy

18

Tilapia can’t live in
water colder than 55° F

19

Trout was the 1%
commercially farmed
fish is the U.S.

20

Trout need a constant
supply of cold,
running water

21

N.C. ranks 2™ in U.S.
trout production

22

Brown, pink & white
shrimp live in
N.C. waters

23

Barn cats live in barns,
stables & other farm
structures

24

Many humane
societies offer barn cat
adoption programs

25

Barn cats help control
rodents on farms

26

Go0D FRIDAY

27

The 1* chocolate
Easter egg was
made in 1873

28

29

The 1t White House
Easter Egg Roll
was in 1878

30

Braswell Family
Farms donates eggs
for the White House

Easter Egg Roll

31

Onion peels, bark &
beet juice are natural
Easter egg dyes

THIS MONTH’S WINNER

Artist: Evelyn Hernandez Grade: 4

School: Rodgers Elementary
Martin County

Teacher: Taylor Camp

ESTABLISHED 1929







APRIL 2027

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

THIS MONTH’S WINNER

Artist: Kevin Lucas Perez

Grade: 1

School: Peterson Elementary
Robeson County
Teacher: Tapanga Bullard

got to be

Farm to School
Program

GRANG

ESTABLISHED 1929

Arri.. FooL’s
Day

National Pecan
Month

A pecan tree can
produce pecans for
more than 100 years

4

November is peak N.C.
pecan harvest season

A special machine
shakes the tree, causing
pecans to fall off

Fresh pecans
can be refrigerated
for 9 months

Broccoli is harvested
by hand

N.C. can grow two
broccoli crops each year

Broccoli is shipped
with ice to prevent it
from wilting

10

Cotton is planted in
N.C. from mid-April
through May

11

A baseball has 216
stitches using 88
inches of red cotton

12

Cotton stitching
on baseballs allows
pitchers to throw
different pitches

13

Cotton is the most
used fiber in the world

14

Paper money in the
U.S. is 75% cotton

15

Raising hybrid
striped bass in
ponds started in
Beaufort County

16

N.C. is one of the top
states in blue crab
production

17

Baby clams &
oysters are raised in
hatcheries

18

Clams grow for 2-3
years until reaching
market size

19

National Grange is
the oldest continually
running
ag organization

20

NC Grange helped
bring electricity &
telephone service

to rural areas

21

NC Grange has
Junior Grange
programs for
youth ages 5-20

22

23

There are 2 main
types of cucumbers —
slicing & pickling

24

The process of
preserving cucumbers
is called pickling

25

Pickling is one of
the oldest ways to
preserve foods

26

Donkeys can be
used to protect
sheep & goats

27

Guardian dogs
can be used to
protect livestock
from predators

28

Guardian dogs
live in the field with
the livestock they
are protecting

Herding dogs
help gather or
move livestock

30

NCDA&CS uses dogs
to detect plant pests







Sunday

MAY 2027

Wednesday

THIS MONTH’S WINNER
Artist: Montserrat Vega Lopez
School: Lillington-Shawtown Elementary

Harnett County
Teacher: Coleen Bartley

Grade: 5

___gottobe

Farm to School
Program
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Saturday

National Strawberry
Month

2

National Beef Month

National Egg Month

N.C. strawberries are
transplanted in fall &
harvested in spring

Water is sprayed on
strawberry flowers to
prevent frost damage

6

Strawberries can have
flowers, green & red
fruit at the same time

Most N.C. farms grow
strawberries on black
plastic mulch

The gardener at
Versailles in France
grew strawberries

9

MoTHER’Ss DAY

10

A mother horse is
called a mare

11

Once she gives birth,
female cattle are
called “cows”

12

Ewes, mother sheep,
often give birth
to twins

13

Goat mothers
are called “does”
or “nannies”

14

The oldest grapevine in
the U.S. grows
in Manteo

15

Muscadine grapes
are native to N.C.

16

Grape vines are
pruned in winter when
vines are dormant

17

Viticulture is the
study of grapes

18

A ripe honeydew
melon smells like
a flower

19

Honeydew melons
are related to
cucumbers & squash

20

Chickens called
“layers” supply the
eggs we eat

21

Female chickens lay
an average of 300
eggs per year

22

It takes 24-26 hours
for a layer to
make 1 egg

23

Egg size increases as
the layer gets older

24

Shell color is
determined by breed
of the layer

25

There is no nutritional
difference in brown
& white eggs

26

Male & female cattle
can have horns

27

A cow’s nose print is
unique to each cow

28

All beef cattle
graze grass

29

Baby cattle are
called calves

30

An average calf weighs
75-90 Ibs. when born

31







JUNE 2027

FATHER’S DAY

harvested from
May - October

Botanically, tomato
is a fruit

should be taxed
as vegetables

in every color of the
rainbow, but blue

used horsehair
fabric on furniture

1 2 3 4 5
got to be = [NC =
o i “Donut Dollies” were
- -
:‘%?rg%scml @ %ﬁm,:@ E Krispy Kreme female Red Cross
National Dairy Doughnuts started in volunteers during One bushel of wheat
Month Winston-Salem in 1937 several wars National Donut Day | can make 456 donuts
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Chocolate syrup It takes 2 days for milk | Cows only produce | A nutritionist creates | Cows eat cottonseed,
Dairy cows are milked | turns fresh milk into | to get from the cow to milk after giving recipes to meet a peanut hulls & other | A group of turkeys is
2-3 times per day chocolate milk the grocery store shelf birth to a calf cow’s needs byproducts people can’t called a flock
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
The 2025 turkeys
The President pardons pardoned by Tobacco was once James Duke is
Only male a turkey each year the President Tobacco leaves are accepted as payment James Duke was a the namesake of
turkeys gobble before Thanksgiving were from N.C. dried, or cured, in barns for wages & taxes tobacco farmer Duke University
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
The Supreme Court
N.C. tomatoes are decided tomatoes Tomatoes are found | Thomas Chippendale Hair from pigs &

horses has been used
for toothbrushes

27

70% of N.C. Irish
potatoes are used
to make chips

28

The N.C. potato harvest
lasts about 6 weeks

29

Al N.C. potatoes are
sold within days of
being dug

30

Mr. Potato Head
was the 1% toy
advertised on tv

THIS MONTH’S WINNER
Artist: Ryan Openchowski Grade: 5
School: Davis Drive Elementary

Wake County
Teacher: Benjamin Byron







Monday

ULY 202

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

THIS MONTH’S WINNER

Artist: Sadie Lewis

Grade: 2

School: Cool Spring Elementary
Iredell County
Teacher: Jessica Kessler

got to be

Farm to School
Program

NC

ESTABLISHED 1929

National Watermelon
Month

National Blueberry
Month

Herbs are used for
flavor or fragrance

4

INDEPENDENCE
DAy

Honeybees pollinate
the flowers that
produce watermelons

N.C. ranks 6™ in the
nation in watermelon
production

‘Watermelons are cut
from the vine by hand
when harvested

America’s first
cookbook featured
watermelon rind pickles

Watermelon seeds
can be started in a
greenhouse

10

Blueberries are the
2" most popular
berry in the U.S.

11

NC State has
developed 27 new
blueberry varieties

12

Colonists made gray
paint by boiling
blueberries in milk

13

Blueberries are a good
source of fiber

14

Scarecrows are decoys
in the shape of a person

15

Scarecrows are used
to discourage birds
from eating crops

16

The 1% German
scarecrows looked
like witches

17

In medieval Britain,
kids ran around fields
to scare birds

18

There are 3 million
acres of longleaf
pine trees in N.C.

19

Pine straw is
harvested and used
for mulch

20

N.C. onions are
available in June & July

21

Onions &
sweetpotatoes are cured

22

Blackberries &
raspberries are
called brambles

23

Shitake mushrooms
grow naturally on dead
hardwood logs

24

Water wheels powered
many grain mills

25

Grain mills grind
wheat, corn & other
grains into flour

26

Americans eat 25 Ibs.
of lettuce per year

27

Lettuce can be ready
to harvest 30 days
after planting

28

In 1950, 1 farmer
grew enough food to
feed 50 people

29

Today, 1 farmer
grows enough food to
feed 155 people

30

More than 100 types of
flowers are grown for
the cut flower market

31

Illiterate women in
Persia communicated
using the color of
flowers









